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Archaeology of North America
North America’s Known Mound-building cultures are four in number. They include Hopewell, Mississippi, Adena and Poverty Point cultures. The relics of their societies are the bases for naming the cultures as they are associated with the places they were found. The names imply a cultural period or a way of life and not a tribe the Mississippian cultures never existed beyond the eighteenth century. The northeastern Louisiana Plantation is the genesis of the Poverty Point Culture as remnants were found there. The lower Mississippi River was the dwelling place of the other confines of the culture. Todays West Virginia was occupied by the Adena Culture as well as Indiana, Kentucky, and Ohio. The Illinois Valley was the starting point of the Hopewell culture which later spread to the Midwest region and Ohio. The mouth of the Illinois River was the center of the Mississippian culture which extended to Tennessee and Ohio and finally to the present-day North Carolina (Trigger, 1980).
The people of the cultures as mentioned earlier left behind four types of remnant mounds. There were those that were shaped like birds, animals such as bears and snakes. They were referred to as Effigies. They are built in Wisconsin, the Great Lakes, Iowa, and Michigan.  The Ohio River Valley Hosted the Cone shaped mounds while the lower Mississippi region hosted the flat-topped pyramids. Earth made walls that had stone reinforcement were located in the central Midwest. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Dirt embankments and Effigy mounds that make six concentric circles covering around 75% of a mile in stretch were discovered at Louisiana's lower Mississippi River at the site was the Poverty Point culture resided (Milner, 2005). The best view of the mounds can be seen from above. There are also other rectangular, square, and hexagonal mounds that are found at the same place. The estimated population of the Poverty point place was about five thousand people. There were planned communities in the culture, and they built the mounds for burial. On top of the mounds on which important people were buried would have churches built on top of them. They were the first communities to be ruled by chiefdoms in the north of Mexico. Most of the people who survived were sold as slaves in the Caribbean (Trigger, 1980). 
The remnants of mounds made by the Adena culture were found in Ohio. The discovery was made in the early 1990s. The population at the place was about seventeen million. They were the first people to carry out the practice of burying people in the mounds. Geometric designs or animal shapes were used in making the mounds. The mounds were ignored by some of the first settlers in America while others saw them fascinating. There was a widely held belief that commoners could not have been the ones who built the mounds as they were seen as unable of developing such well-planned monuments. Most of the people of the culture form the present day American Indian tribes (Milner, 2005). 
The Hopewell culture is an extension of the Adena culture. They made mounds of effigies representing birds, fish, and heads of serpents. They were mostly American Indians hence the influence of the present-day Indian tribes in America. Finally, the Mississippian culture used to build Mound Temples. The culture may not be traceable today as it is said that it was unable to survive the eighteenth century (Trigger, 1980). 
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